Meeting of the

EUROPEAN
ALLIANCE AGAINST
HOMOPHOBIA
(Berlin Alliance)

Presentation of the

TOLERANTIA
AWARDS 2016
in Belfast, Northern
Ireland, on 25/10/2016

Major gala at Titanic Belfast for the
TH

11 TOLERANTIA AWARDS
for exceptional engagement

The European Tolerantia Awards 2016 were presented last Tuesday in Belfast, Northern Ireland, in the 11th such awards ceremony to be held. This year’s winners included three German regional
churches and the former President of the Republic of Ireland Mary
McAleese whose memorable speech moved the 200 guests at the
gala event at the Titanic Belfast Museum.

The ceremony was preceded by a meeting of
the European Alliance Against Homophobia
(Berlin Alliance) with the award winners, representatives from Northern Ireland churches
and members of the Equality Commission for
Northern Ireland at Belfast City Hall.

Belfast, 25/10/16. Reception with award winners at the 2016 Tolerantia Awards ceremony at Titanic Belfast. Pictured (l to r): Florian Vock (Switzerland), Renate Nowotnick, Deputy President
of the Synod of the EKBO (Germany), John O’Docherty, Director of The Rainbow Project (Northern Ireland), Helmut Schwerdtfeger, member of the governing body of the EKiR (Germany),
Mary McAleese, former President of the Republic of Ireland, Dr. Helmut Oelschläger, President of the Synod of the EKHN (Germany), Genevieve Garrigos, former President of Amnesty International France, Dorothée Delaunay, President of Amnesty International France, Camille Blanc, LGBT* Commissioner for Amnesty International France, and Jazzmin Dian Moore (Switzerland).
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Belfast, 25/10/2016. Discussion at Belfast City Hall between representatives of the European Alliance Against Homophobia (Berlin Alliance), this year’s
award winners, representatives from Northern Ireland Churches, members of the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland and the Deputy Mayor of Belfast.

DISCUSSIONS AT BELFAST CITY HALL
Participants were invited to Belfast City Hall by Deputy
Mayor and City Councillor Mary Ellen Campbell. John
O’Doherty, Director of The Rainbow Project in Northern
Ireland, said that the presentation of the Tolerantia
Awards 2016 in Belfast, the first time the award ceremony had been held in Northern Ireland, was also a special
event because of the fact that three Evangelical German
regional churches were among the award winners. He
described this as an “encouraging and important signal”
for Catholic and Protestant LGBT* people in Northern
Ireland – the influence of fundamentalist churches still

being very strong here. A meeting with representatives of the Irish Church Council (ICC) was
cancelled for this reason. Northern Ireland is the
only region of Great Britain in which same-sex
marriage is still prohibited.
In anticipation of his speech at the evening ceremony, Dr Ulrich Oelschläger, President of the
Synod of the Evangelical Church, said that same-sex partnership was part of God’s creation
that required recognition and respect, and that
this recognition was the result of a long discussion in Germany that lasted many years.
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POLITICAL PRESSURE FROM
CHURCHES IN NORTHERN IRELAND
CHURCHES IN NORTHERN IRELAND

The main Churches in Northern Ireland are the Catholic
Church (40.8%), Presbyterian Church (19.1%), Church of
Ireland (13.7%) and Methodist Church (3.0%). None of
these denominations support the introduction of equal
marriage for LGBT people in Northern Ireland. Many
of these denominations have actively campaigned and
lobbied against the introduction of equal marriage.
This has been the case in terms of all moves
towards LGBT equality in Northern Ireland including
decriminalisation, employment protections, hate
crimes and civil partnerships. However, recent polls
show that 70% of people in Northern Ireland support
the introduction of equal marriage - which would
indicate that these churches do not reflect the view
of their congregations.

SLOW PROGRESS IN THE CHURCHES

There are a number of smaller denominations, mostly
non-subscribing Presbyterian churches, that support
the introduction of equal marriage. There are also
groups that operate from a faith perspective who
engage with these denominations, often as members,
to increase support and try to change the position of
their church.

POLITICAL PARTY LANDSCAPE IN
NORTHERN IRELAND

Opposition to equal marriage often comes from a faith
perspective and this is representative of the politics
in Northern Ireland. The Democratic Unionist Party
(DUP) is the largest political party in Northern Ireland
and has opposed every move towards LGBT* equality
since their founder led the Save Ulster From Sodomy
Campaign in the 1970s/80s. The DUP makes up 35% of
the Northern Ireland Assembly. Across the Assembly
we have Sinn Fein, the SDLP, the Green Party, the
Alliance party and People Before Profit, all of which
support the introduction of equal marriage. We also
have the Ulster Unionist Party, which is split in its
support and opposition of equal marriage.

NO MAJORITY DESPITE A MAJORITY

Around 60/108 members of our Assembly support
the introduction of equal marriage - a clear majority.
However, as part of the structure of our Assembly
we have a mechanism called the Petition of Concern
that was introduced to prevent majority rule by either
Nationalists or Unionists. A Petition of Concern
can be introduced on any issue provided it has the
signatures of 30 members. Once a Petition of Concern
is tabled, a particular item must receive majority
support from both the Nationalists and Unionists
in the Assembly.
The DUP currently has 38 members in the Assembly,
meaning they can table a Petition of Concern with
just their members. In addition, its members make up
more than 50% of the overall Unionist representatives
in the Assembly and therefore have the capacity to
veto any issue they choose. There have been four
votes on equal marriage in the Assembly that did
not receive majority support from members although
the fifth vote did receive a majority of one vote.
However, the DUP tabled a Petition of Concern on
this vote and therefore vetoed the issue.

LACK OF PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE
– A SMALL GLIMMER OF HOPE
In October 2016, the DUP announced that they would
continue to use the Petition of Concern in relation to
equal marriage for the next five years, meaning that
while the mechanism still exists and they continue
to use it, it will not be possible to achieve equal
marriage through the Northern Ireland Assembly.
Campaigners for Equal Marriage are continuing to
campaign for its introduction and there is an everincreasing number of local people supporting the
campaign.
Two legal challenges to the fact that Northern
Ireland is the only part of the United Kingdom not
to legalise same-sex marriage were heard by the
courts in Northern Ireland in December 2015. We
are still awaiting judgements on these cases.
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Dr Ulrich Oelschläger

WORDS OF THANKS FOR THE TOLERANTIA AWARD BY MANEO AND THEIR EUROPEAN PARTNERS
by Dr Ulrich Oelschläger (President of the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Hesse and Nassau)
Ladies and Gentlemen,

and women, male and female pastors, priests

to the high acceptance of the Synods’ decisions

and vicars to give God’s blessing to homosexual

among the church members.

Goethe once said that ‘to tolerate is to insult’, so

couples. This opportunity not only exists in

our understanding of tolerance cannot be limited

the three member churches being honoured

MANEO, the gay anti-violence project in Berlin,

to condoning alone. The continuous, necessary

today but has existed in fourteen other member

is honouring the decisions of the three Synods

dialogue about science and secular philosophy

churches of the Evangelical Church in Germany

(the Evangelical Church in Berlin, Brandenburg

on the one hand, and about social conditions

for several years. The General Synods of the

and Silesian Upper Lusatia, the Evangelical

at the time of the Bible’s origin on the other,

Evangelical Church in Berlin, Brandenburg and

Church in Hesse and Nassau, and the Evangelical

have forced people to rethink their views, to

Silesian Upper Lusatia, the Evangelical Church

Church in the Rhineland) and at the same time

confess former guilt, and to re-interpret biblical

in Hesse and Nassau, and the Evangelical

all those who participated in this process with

texts that used to be understood literally. Thus,

Church in the Rhineland, have even gone further,

a single Tolerantia Award. In all their names, I

acceptance and respect of same-sex partnerships

treating blessing and wedding of homosexual

want to express my thanks for this important

as a part of divine creation are a positive result

couples as equal. The Evangelical Church in

international accolade.

of this reflexion process, and tolerance, in the

Berlin, Brandenburg and Silesian Upper Lusatia

sense of Frankfurt philosopher Rainer Forst,

and the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland

In the name of the three Synods of the Evangelical

now has a completely new meaning beyond

achieved this in 2016. As early as 2013, the

Protestant Church in Berlin, Brandenburg and

condoning to a high degree.

Evangelical Church in Hesse and Nassau

Silesian Upper Lusatia, the Evangelical Church

The only consequence of that reflexion process

renewed its canons and ordinances regulating

in Hesse and Nassau and the Evangelical Church

can be that our Church allows their clergymen

liturgical life. Intensive discussions contributed

in the Rhineland.
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Belfast, 25/10/2016. Tolerantia Award winner Mary McAleese with the Director
of The Rainbow Project Northern Ireland.

Belfast, 25/10/16. Pictured (l to r) are: Dr Ulrich Oelschläger, President of Synod of the EKHN,
Renate Nowotnick, Deputy President of the Synod of the EKBO, and Helmut Schwerdtfeger,
member of the governing body of the EKiR. Foto © The Rainbow Project.

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT
FROM MARY MCALEESE

THREE EVANGELICAL REGIONAL
CHURCHES IN GERMANY HONOURED

Mary McAleese, who was born in Belfast in 1951, was
particularly pleased to receive the Tolerantia Award. The
lawyer, who was the eighth President of the Republic of
Ireland from 1997-2011, has already been campaigning
for sexual diversity in Northern Ireland and the Irish
Republic for 40 years, most recently in the Equal Marriage
campaign that resulted in an overwhelming majority of
the Irish population voting in favour of same-sex marriage
in a referendum.

The Evangelical Church in Berlin, Brandenburg and
Silesian Upper Lusatia (EKBO), the Evangelical Church
in the Rhineland (EKiR) and the Evangelical Church in
Hesse and Nassau (EKHN) also received the Tolerantia
Award for introducing ‘marriage for all’. Marriages
between homosexual have been put on an equal footing
with those of heterosexual couples and are also recorded
in the church register.

Referring to this success, she once again thanked all those
who campaigned at home and abroad for this change in the
law: “It is helping our world to experience this liberating
joy that comes from taking down the edifice of homophobia
brick by brick, the bricks of tradition, doctrine, dogma,
beliefs, attitudes, practices and laws.” At the same time,
she called for vigilance: “I have met them and listened
to them, the ministers, the priests, the amateur and the
professional psychologists, the doctors, the therapists, the
politicians and the theologians who preach and practice
this snake-oil conversion or reparative therapy. They need
to be challenged for they are inflicting damage on people.”
Klick here to watch her entire speech!
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In his thank you speech, Dr Ulrich Oelschläger, President
of the Synod of the EKHN, said: “Goethe once said that
‘to tolerate is to insult’, so our understanding of tolerance
cannot be limited to condoning alone. The continuous,
necessary dialogue about science and secular philosophy
on the one hand, and about social conditions at the time
of the Bible’s origin on the other, have forced people
to rethink their views, to confess former guilt, and to
re-interpret biblical texts that used to be understood
literally.’ Dr Oelschläger received the award with Renate
Nowotnick, Deputy President of the Synod of the EKBO
and Helmut Schwerdtfeger, member of the governing
body of the EKiR.

Belfast, 25/10/16. Pictured (l to r) are: Adrianne Peltz (Amnesty International Northern Ireland), Camille Blanc, Dorothée Delaunay (President of Amnesty International France),
Geneviève Garrigos (former President of Amnesty International France), Patrick Corrigan (Amnesty International Northern Ireland) (2nd from right). Photo © The Rainbow Project.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL FRANCE

Amnesty International France was honoured for its exceptional
commitment to equal rights for trans* people. The award
expresses deep-seated gratitude for Amnesty’s continuous
dedication to LGBT* rights.
LGBT* spokeswoman for Amnesty International France
Dorothée Delaunay, said: “The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights is clear: human rights must be respected
without limitations, regardless of a person’s sex and
sexual identity. A few nations have taken this basic right
into consideration and introduced legislation that allows
people to choose their identity. However, a large majority of
states prohibit the protection of trans* people. Ms Delauney
received the award with Camille Blanc, President of Amnesty
International France, and Genevieve Garrigos, the former
President of Amnesty International France. “It is a great
honour for us to receive this year’s Tolerentia Award with
all the other winners here in Belfast,” she said. “It is for us
an invaluable award.”
Belfast, 25/10/16. Director of MANEO Bastian Finke conveys greetings
from Michael Roth, Minister of State for Europe at the German Federal
Foreign Office in Berlin. Photo © MANEO.

7 //

Belfast, 25/10/16. Przemek Stippa says thank you for the
Tolerantia Award 2016 on behalf of Ilona Łepkowska.
Photo © MANEO.

AUTHOR OF A POLISH CULT
TV SERIES HONOURED
Ilona Łepkowska, an award-winning screenwriter in Poland who is
known as ‘the queen of Polish TV
series’ was unfortunately unable
to receive her Tolerantia Award in
Belfast in person. Accepting the
award on her behalf, the actor Przemek Stippa said: “Łepkowska has
made an extraordinary contribution
to increased acceptance of LGBT*
people in Polish society by developing a wonderful storyline about a
gay couple in the well-known Polish
drama Barwy szczęścia (Colours of
Happiness). The coming-out story
about a famous footballer was as
touching as it was educational and
was followed on screen by a million
people. The TV series has helped to
change people’s attitudes towards
LGBT* people in Poland.”
Klick here to watch her speech!

Belfast, 25/10/2016. The award winners from Switzerland: Florian Vock (left) und Jazzmin Dian Moore (right).
Photo © The Rainbow Project.

SWISS TOLERANTIA AWARDS PRESENTED FOR THE FIRST TIME
Swiss organisation Pink Cross became a member of the European Alliance Against Homophobia (Berlin
Alliance) in 2016. The award winners
from Switzerland were 26-year-old
Florian Vock and 35-year-old Jazzmin Dian Moore, both of whom have
been committed LGBT* activists for
many years.

In her thank-you speech, Jazzmin Dian Moore said, “I am human. I am gay. It wasn’t a
decision. It came as naturally as the colour
of my eyes and skin. Because I’ve already
been bullied, hated and despised, and a
victim of physical and psychological violence myself, I know about the many dark
places and fears that hold people back from
getting involved and campaigning.”

Florian Vock said: “It’s not getting
better for everyone, everywhere, all
the time. It’s getting better for some. If
a 15-year-old gender-non-conforming
teenager realises that he/she is queer,
can we actually say ‘it’s getting better’,
as promised by a well-known slogan?
Should this teenager wait until he/
she is 20 years old and studying at
a university in a big city where he/
she can go to a gay bar around the
corner? Emancipation is a political
fight that needs to be fought every
day. I won’t ask the public, “Do you
tolerate us?’ No! We don’t want to
beg for tolerance. We won’t justify
ourselves for who we are!

Belfast, 25/10/16. The Northern Irish Justice Minister Claire
Sugden welcomed guests to the awards ceremony and said she
would continue to campaign unreservedly for LGBT* equality in
Northern Ireland. Photo © MANEO
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GERMAN MINISTER FOR
EUROPE MICHAEL ROTH
SENDS GREETINGS TO BELFAST
Michael Roth, Minister of State for Europe at
the German Federal Foreign Office in Berlin,
congratulated all award winners and paid
tribute to their exceptional engagement:
“While it is important to delete discrimination
from legislative texts, it is even more important
to banish such thoughts from people’s heads.
You campaign with great dedication for the
rights and protection of LGBT* people, in
Poland, France, Ireland, Switzerland and
Germany. I would especially like to thank the
three German award winners who have been
honoured today. Your courageous decision
to marry same-sex couples in the same way
as heterosexual couples sends a clear signal
of tolerance and respect for human dignity.”

TOLERANTIA AWARDS 2017
TO BE PRESENTED IN WARSAW
The annual Tolerantia Awards, which have been
presented since 2006, honour people, institutions and
groups for outstanding engagement that emphasises
democratic principles such as equal rights, solidarity,
social diversity and tolerance, and for their campaign
work against homophobia, racism and all forms of
group enmity in their own country, in Europe and
beyond. In 2017, the Tolerantia Awards will again be
presented in Warsaw.
The European Tolerantia Awards 2016 are presented as
a joint prize by MANEO (Germany), SOS homophobie
(France), Lambda-Warszawa and Kampania Przeciw
Homofobii (Poland), The Rainbow Project (Northern
Ireland) and Pink Cross (Switzerland). Collectively, they
constitute the European Alliance against Homophobia
(Berlin Alliance), which was founded in Berlin in 2005
by the German, France and Poland organisations. The
basis of the alliance is the Tolerancja Declaration,
which has been signed by all members.

More information

IMPRINT
MANEO – Berlin’s gay anti-violence project

an independent Mann-O-Meter e.V. project
Bülowstr. 106 – 10783 Berlin – www.maneo.de
Counselling: T. 030 – 216 33 36 – email: maneo@maneo.de
Office: Bastian Finke, Director of MANEO
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T. 030 – 217 532 13 – email: bastian.finke@maneo.de

CHARITY DONATIONS ACCOUNT:

Mann-O-Meter e.V. //
IBAN: DE96 1002 0500 0003 1260 00 //
BIC: BFSWDE33BER (Bank für Sozialwirtschaft) //
Payment reference: victim assistance // donations are tax-deductible .
Please let us know if you need a donation receipt.

Provided by Lotto Stiftung Berlin funds.

