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THE EUROPEAN ALLIANCE
AGAINST HOMOPHOBIA
(BERLIN ALLIANCE)
INTRODUCTION

T

cial tolerance and diversity, and in opposing homophobia, trans*phobia and hatebased violence in their own countries and
in Europe as a whole.

The organisations are jointly engaged in
fighting discrimination and prejudice-motivated violence, in counselling and supporting victims of homophobic and trans*phobic violence, in campaigning for social
enlightenment, democratic values and so-

All organisations regularly share information, ideas and experiences with each
other, and support each other. The basis of
the alliance is the joint Tolerancja Declaration, which was signed by the first three
organisations in 2006. One feature of the
alliance’s work is the annual TOLERANTIA
AWARDS ceremony, which recognises and
rewards outstanding social engagement
on behalf of equal rights and diversity, and
against homophobia and hate-based violence in Europe.

he European Alliance Against Homophobia (Berlin Alliance) is an
association of gay, lesbian-gay or
LGBT* anti-violence projects from different European countries. Current members
of the alliance are MANEO (Germany), SOS
Homophobie (France), Lambda-Warszawa and Kampania Przeciw Homofobii (Poland), The Rainbow Project (Northern Ireland) and Pink Cross (Switzerland).
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ANNUAL
MEETINGS

T

he directors of the partner organisations have met every year since the
alliance was formed, the meetings
taking place in the organisation countries’
capital cities on a rotational basis. Thanks
to additional funding, MANEO has also
been able to organise three international conferences in Berlin in 2006, 2007 and
2008. Further meetings were held in 2009
and 2010 as part of the EU-funded project
Tracing and Tackling Hate Crime against
LGBT* Persons. MANEO organised another
international conference in Berlin in 2011
on the theme of Building a Queer and Tolerant Neighbourhood. No partner organisation was able to organise an international conference between 2012 and 2014 due
to financial shortages.
The exchange of knowledge and experience of homophobia and prejudice-motivated violence crimes fostered discussions
about measures for target group-specific
victim support as well as about violence
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and crime-prevention strategies in the respective countries, i.e. the further development of approaches and concrete measures by partner organisations.
Dealing with prejudice-motivated violent
crime is of fundamental importance in
a democratic society as it challenges the
basic principles of democratic cohabitation such as equal rights and tolerance. It
targets people’s essential characteristics
and is symbolically directed against whole
groups in society who may feel threatened
and experience it as a negative impact on
their quality of life. Society must therefore
make it clear, through its institutions, that
it stands in solidarity with the victims of
prejudice-motivated crime, protects their
human rights and safeguards basic democratic values. This is shown in the introduction of professional prevention measures,
in consistent criminal prosecutions and in
a consensus for victim support work.

Top – 1/12/2011: “It’s an idea we’re working on,” says Bevan Dufty, former
Supervisor of District 8 in San Francisco, in his presentation on the Castro
Street Area ‘rainbow neighbourhood’ at the International MANEO Conference
(IMC) 2011 in Berlin.
Page 4 – Logos of the member organisations (from top to bottom): MANEO,
Germany, Lambda Warszawa, Poland, Kampania Przeciw Homofobii,
Poland, SOS Homophobie, France, The Rainbow Project, Northern Ireland,
Pink Cross, Switzerland.
Page 2 – 12/10/2015: Klaus Wowereit, former Governing Mayor of Berlin,
and Corine Mauch, Mayor of Zurich, at the presentation of the TOLERANTIA
AWARDS 2015 in Berlin.
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Top – 15/11/2014: Meeting of the Berlin Alliance partner organisations and presentation of the TOLERANTIA AWARDS in Paris 2014.”
Page 7 – 1/12/2011: Elfi Scho-Antwerpes, Mayor of Cologne, addresses the 130 delegates at the International MANEO Conference (IMC) 2011
at Rathaus Schöneberg, Berlin.”
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KEY THEMES

T

he focus of discussions among the
partner organisations to date has
been regularly on the ‘dark field’ of
unreported crimes against LGBT* people.
There are three key aspects behind this
unfortunate state of affairs that must be
central to efforts to improve knowledge
and the reporting of homophobic and
trans*phonic hate-crimes:

quately prosecuted. There is no separate recording of these offences in crime
statistics, if they are recorded at all.
3. Finally, in many regions there is no dialogue between anti-violence projects
and criminal prosecution authorities
in order to address and remedy problems together.

1. Few regions have anti-violence projects
that serve as contact points for specialist, professional support for LGBT* people who have become victims of prejudice-motivated crime. The contact
points that do exist often receive no
funding from the relevant government
bodies or the funding they receive is
wholly insufficient.
2. The lack of knowledge that is often detected and the absence of staff training
at the competent criminal prosecution
authorities such as the police and public prosecution office mean that prejudice-motivated homophobic crimes are
not recognised as such and are inade-
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The impression that is left is that governments don’t take hate-crime against LGBT*
people seriously. This threatens to weaken
democratic principles and therefore our
democracies and its institutions, as it challenges equal rights, equality generally and
protection of social diversity.
This debate requires us to form alliances
with civil rights organisations, social groups
and all people who want to strengthen
our democracy and protect freedom, and
who stand together to help LGBT* people
become recognised as equals in a diverse
society. We must also do more then to empower and embolden LGBT* people so that
instead of turning away from our society
they rediscover the trust they have lost.

Top – 1/12/2011: International MANEO Conference (IMC) 2011 in Berlin.
“We are very interested in this exchange of experiences”, says Deputy Mayor
of Amsterdam Andrée van Es.
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MICROCONFERENCE –
2016 MEETING
OF THE ‚BERLIN
ALLIANCE‘

I

n 2013, MANEO developed an Empowerment Campaign that is being funded by the Lotto Foundation Berlin from
2015–2017. The aim is to look at content
more closely in order to improve victim
support and violence prevention as well
as to develop empowerment measures
that help to promote social education
work, to boost the formation of social alliances and to encourage LGBT* people to
claim their rights.
MANEO would like to exchange information, ideas and experience with its partner
organisations and international experts
using best-practice methods and is therefore planning a conference in Berlin in the
autumn of 2017. Initial discussions with
partner organisations took place in Berlin
in 2015 in preparation for this event.

Another preparatory meeting is due to
take place in Belfast on 26 October 2016
when the official representatives (directors and chairpersons) of the member organisations of the EUROPEAN ALLIANCE
AGAINST HOMOPHOBIA (BERLIN ALLIANCE) will assemble to share information
and ideas. Continued co-operation will be
on the agenda as well as the partner organisations’ involvement in the international conference planned for 2017 as part
of MANEO’s Empowerment Campaign.
The meeting will take place on the evening
before the TOLERANTIA AWARDS 2016 ceremony at the Titanic Belfast event centre. Part of the micro-conference will be a
round-table event with award winners in
order to include their views and experiences in the discussions.
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Top – 12/10/2015: In the afternoon, representatives from Lambda Warszawa (Poland), KPH - Kampania Przecziw Homofobii/Campaign Against
Homophobia (Poland), SOS Homophobie (France), The Rainbow Project (Northern Ireland), Nir Katz Center (Israel) and MANEO (Germany) met
with Michael Roth, Minister of State for Europe, at the German Federal Foreign Office in Berlin. The winners of the TOLERANTIA AWARDS 2015
– Máirtín O’Muilleoir, SF Member of the Northern Ireland Assembly and former Mayor of Belfast (Northern Ireland), Irène Théry, sociologist and
member of the High Council on Family Matters (France), Ewa Wanat, journalist (Poland) and Klaus Wowereit, former Governing Mayor of Berlin
(Germany) – also took part in the talks.
During the discussion, the winners of the TOLERANTIA AWARDS 2015 praised the NGOs present for the work they carried out in their own
countries and stressed the importance of these kinds of meetings as a way of sharing information and experiences, and improving the work of
local organisations. They also expressed a wish for their own governments to provide increased funding for this work, including via European
institutions, explaining that the commitment to equality and human rights was a social issue that needed to be addressed on a Europe-wide basis.
Page 11 – 12/5/2007: Dr Louis Georges Tin, initiator of the International Day Against Homophobia, visiting the MANEO Workshop 2007 in
Berlin.
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THE ‚EUROPEAN
ALLIANCE
AGAINST
HOMOPHOBIA‘
(BERLIN
ALLIANCE)

T

he Berlin Alliance is an association
of gay, gay-lesbian and LGBT* anti-violence projects in Europe that
work to combat homophobia and hatecrime in their respective countries and in
Europe. The members are key anti-violence
organisations in their respective countries
that counsel and support victims of homophonic and trans*phobic crime, record
homophobic and trans*phobic assaults,
disseminate information about prejudice-motivated crime against LGBT* people, and mobilise support against all forms
of hate-crime in their countries. All the organisations publish an annual report including statistics on the assaults against
LGBT* people they have recorded.
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11/6/2005: Polish and European politicians support the 2005 CSD demonstration in Warsaw that was declared illegal by city mayor Lech
Kaczynski. Pictured front are Izabela Jaruga-Nowacka, Deputy Prime Minister of Poland (she died aged 59 in a plane crash near Smolensk,
Russia, on 10/4/2010), Kasimir Kutz, Polish film director and member of the Polish Senate, Claudia Roth (The Greens), Member of the German
Bundestag, Bastian Finke, Director of MANEO, and Volker Beck (The Greens), Member of the German Bundestag.”

The basic idea is described as follows:
We see diversity as enrichment that gives
rise to ideas and potential for our societies,
which in turn become freer and more peaceful,
law-abiding and democratic. We advocate human rights and tolerance in our democratic society against a backdrop of European history
and its associated responsibilities and causes.
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By taking responsibility, we are working towards a shared future both in Europe and the
rest of the world.
We live tolerance and strive to combat social
marginalisation, discrimination and violence.
We want to use our strengths to create and
develop a tolerant, diverse society in which all
people can live and work – and we do this in

12/5/2007: (from left to right) The Berlin Alliance – Jacques Lize, President of SOS Homophobie (France), Bastian Finke, Director of MANEO
(Germany) and Krzysztof Kliszczynski, Chairman of Lambda Warszawa (Poland).

the spirit of the European Convention of Human Rights and with mutual acceptance of,
and respect for, other people’s gender, age, culture, ethnicity, origins, beliefs, religion, political stance, disability and self-defined sexual
orientation. This vision will be promoted by
figures in society who clearly and visibly advocate tolerance in their public lives.

We unite our strengths to develop a civil society in Europe in which we can live together, free from discrimination, and we agree to
work together to achieve this goal. We show
solidarity with others who work for human
rights, equal opportunities, protection of minorities and compliance with the European
Convention on Human Rights in Europe.
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Special Award of Berlin’s gay pride CSD to the organisers of Warsawpride (Parada Równości) Robert Biedron and Tomasz Baczkowski of KPH
- Kampania Przeciw Homofobii (Campaign against Homophobia). Photo
(from right to left): Klaus Wowereit, Governing Mayor of Berlin, Robert
Biedron, Campaign against Homophobia, Bastian Finke, MANEO, and
Tomasz Baczkowski, Campaign against Homophobia.
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THE
TOLERANCJADECLARATION

T

he member organisations of the
BERLIN ALLIANCE represent the
joint view that homophobia, trans*phobia and hate-based crime, as well as
engagement on behalf of social diversity
and acceptance, must be a general societal challenge that, in a converging Europe,
must be taken up as a European challenge
rather than in individual countries alone.
In order to meet this challenge, the partner
organisations must be willing to support
and stand by each other. The decision by
Warsaw authorities to ban public gay pride
parades in 2005 and 2006 was an opportunity for MANEO to mobilise Europe-wide
support for LGBT* communities in the city
and in Poland generally.

The TOLERANCJA DECLARATION, which
was drawn up in 2005 to show solidary with
LGBT* people in Poland – hence its Polish
name – has been signed by all members
of the BERLIN ALLIANCE. The first organisations to sign the Declaration in Berlin
in 2006 were MANEO, Germany, SOS-Homophobie, France, and Kampania Przeciw
Homofobii (KPH, Campaign against Homophobia), Poland. KPH’s co-operation
partner Lambda-Warszawa also signed
the Declaration in 2006, followed by The
Rainbow Project (Northern Ireland) in
2015 and Pink Cross (Switzerland) in 2016.

Page 14 – The first TOLERANCJA DECLARATION was signed in 2006 by Bastian Finke, Director of MANEO, Robert Biedron, President of KPH, and
Flanan Obé, President of SOS Homophobie, at the MANEO WORKSHOP 1 event in Berlin.
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THE
TOLERANTIA
AWARDS

T

he TOLERANTIA AWARDS have been
presented by the member organisations of the EUROPEAN ALLIANCE
AGAINST HOMOPHOBIE (BERLIN ALLIANCE) as community prizes since 2006. The
awards honour people, institutions and
groups who have shown outstanding commitment to democratic principles such as
equal rights, solidarity, social diversity and
tolerance, and who have fought homophobia, racism and all forms of group-focused
enmity in their own countries, in Europe
and beyond.
The awards ceremony takes place every
year in one of the participating countries’
capital cities. Award-winners are nominated by each national organisation, which
determines its own nomination procedures and makes them transparent. Additional information about the TOLERANTIA
AWARDS and previous winners is available
at www.tolerantia-award.eu.

Top – The TOLERANTIA AWARD.
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THE WINNERS OF
THE EUROPEAN
TOLERANTIA
AWARDS 2016

GERMANY
•

The Protestant Church in Berlin, Brandenburg and Silesian Upper Lusatia
(EKBO), the Protestant Church in Hesse
and Nassau (EKHN) and the Protestant
Church in the Rhineland
On 9 April 2016, the Protestant Church
in Berlin, Brandenburg and Silesian
Upper Lusatia (EKBO) became the third
regional church in the Prostestant
Church in Germany (EKD) to pass a resolution making it possible for same-sex

couples to get married. The Protestant
Church in Hesse and Nassau as well as
the Protestant Church in the Rhineland
(EKiR) had already passed similar resolutions in 2013 and at the start of 2016
respectively, which means that three
from a total of 20 regional churches
in the EKD have now taken this step.
These regional churches now offer lesbian and gay couples the opportunity
to have their partnerships blessed in a
church wedding. Homosexual and het19

FRANCE
•

erosexual weddings have been put on
an equal footing and are also entered
into church registers.
We acknowledge the courageous and
exemplary path that an overwhelming
majority of the community members
of these three regional churches in
Germany has taken to end the history
of discrimination and unequal treatment of homosexuals in their chuches
with the German TOLERANTIA AWARD
2016.
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Amnesty International France
Anmesty International is one of the
most well known non-governmental
organisations campaigning for human
rights. The independent human rights
monitoring carried out by Amnesty
staff is a key tool in the NGO’s political and media work to protect human
rights. Amnesty International France
and its activists campaign for human
rights in many different ways. The organisation started to see LGBT* rights
as a key part of human rights at a very
early stage and its monitoring work includes a special focus on the situation
for LGBT* people. SOS homophobie is
presenting the French TOLERANTIA
AWARD 2016 to Amnesty International
France in order to raise awareness of
its important work, in particular on behalf of trans* people’s rights.

POLAND
•

Ilona Łepkowska
Ilona Łepkowska is an award-winning
screenwriter in Poland. Since 2003, she
has been president of the television
network Serial. She has been responsible for the majority of well-known
TV series in Poland, which is why she
is quite rightly known for her outstanding work as the “queen of Polish
TV series”. Touching, educative stories
about LGBT* characters are often told
in the series she has written, including the coming-out story of a famous
footballer in the successful TV series
Barwy szczęścia, which was followed
by millions of people in Poland. The
series helped to change people’s attitudes towards LGBT* people in Poland.
With this year’s Polish TOLERANTIA
AWARD, Lambda-Warszawa and Kampania Przeciw Homofobii is honouring
Ilona’s courageous work on behalf of
the public perception and equality of
LGBT* people in Poland.

NORTHERN
IRELAND
•

Mary McAleese
The winner of the Northern Ireland
TOLERANTIA AWARD 2016 is Mary
McAleese, the eighth President of Ireland. In the 1970s, Mary was a founding member of, and legal adviser to,
the Campaign for Homosexual Law
Reform, and was Pro-Vice-Chancellor of Queens University in Belfast. In
1997, she was elected President of Ireland, the state’s second female president. She was a key campaigner for
equal marriage rights for LGBT* people in the Republic of Ireland and has
championed the rights of LGBT* people
in impressive ways. Her dedication is
fuelled by her passion for justice and
equality, and her wish to support her
gay son Justin. With the Northern Ireland TOLERANTIA AWARD 2016, The
Rainbow Project is honouring Mary’s
more than four decades of consistent,
outstanding work to promote the dignity and equality of LGBT* people.
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SWITZERLAND
•

Florian Vock and Jazzmin Dian Moore
Florian Vock, aged 26, founded his first
LGBT organisation at the age of 17.
In 2012, he co-founded Milchbüechli, a
magazine for and about young people
that has since become the Milchjugend
organisation, which aims to create environments in which young people can
feel safe and well. Florian’s work, and
that of the entire Milchjugend team,
draws attention to the concerns of the
younger generation.

YouTube personality. Jazzmin fights for
LGBT* rights using the opportunities
afforded by social media. She creates a
platform for LGBT* activists and thereby reaches an important target group:
today’s young people.
Pink Cross honours the commitment of
Florian Vock and Jazzmin Dian Moore
with the Swiss TOLERANTIA AWARD
2016.

Jazzmin Dian Moore, aged 35, lives in
Zurich and works as a self-employed
hairdresser and make-up artist. In 2008,
she became Miss Drag Queen Switzerland. She also works as a host, singer
and charity lady and is a well-known
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PARTNER PROJECTS
IN THE ‚EUROPEAN
ALLIANCE AGAINST
HOMOPHOBIA‘

France:
SOS Homophobie
SOS homophobie is a non-profit organisation whose goals are to combat hate-motivated violence and discrimination against
LGBT people. It was founded in April 1994
and is run by volunteers from all parts of
France. SOS homophobie currently has

1200 members, 300 of which are actively
involved as volunteers. The organization
is based in Paris and is represented by an
elected Board of 21 members. Our three
main fields of action:
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We support and advise victims of LGBT
violence and discrimination:

• by partaking in or organizing campaigns
to raise awareness about LGBT rights.

•

Advocacy

•
•

through our anonymous telephone
helpline where they can speak out, be
listened to and receive information on
what avenues they can pursue;
via our website where they can submit
their testimony online;
through our legal services by helping
lodge complaints and/or bring a civil
action before a court.

Prevention
• through awareness raising campaigns
and debates in schools, universities, public and private institutions and businesses;
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• by calling on public figures and politicians, institutions and leading organizations to take the necessary measures to
stop discrimination of LGBT people.
• by publishing our Annual Report, in
which we analyse the current situation
in France in regard to hate-motivated
abuse, harassment and discrimination
against LGBT people, based upon the
testimonies received on our telephone
helpline and website.

Website: www.sos-homophobie.fr

Poland:
The Campaign
Against
Homophobia (KPH)
The Campaign Against Homophobia (Kampania Przeciw Homofobii, KPH) is a nationwide public-benefit nongovernmental
organization with non-profit status working for the equal rights of lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender people. KPH was
established in 2001 and it mainly specialised in organising large social awareness
and educational campaigns aiming at integrating LGBT people into society.
Throughout the past years, KPH has been
training and educating students, teachers,
social workers, lawyers, police, parents and
others, covering anti discrimination issues
within schools. Actively we cooperate with
Polish Teachers Union and education institutions. KPH offers psychological and legal

help to victims of homophobia and is very
active in lobbying for equal rights on the
national level as well as internationally.
KPH is based in Warsaw. There are around
20 partner organisations cooperating with
KPH. Currently, main sources of financing
are programmes of the European Union,
Batory Foundation, 1% of the output tax
and revenues from private donors. The
Board of KPH consists of currently 5 board
members. There are 15 full-time employees (only on contractual basis) in different
projects and 20 volunteers working for the
organisation.

Website: www.kph.org.pl
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Top – 24/6/2016: Board members and directors of Lambda Warszawa, Kampania Przeciw Homofobi (KPH) and MANEO at a workshop in Warsaw.
Page 22 – 7/5/2006: MANEO Workshop 1 participants in discussion at Rathaus Schöneberg: (from left to right) Jan Feddersen, journalist for
the taz newspaper (host), Piotr Gadzinowski, deputy in the Polish parliament the Sejm, Flannan Obé, President of SOS Homophobie, France,
and Bastian Finke, leader of MANEO Workshop 1 and Director of MANEO.
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Lambda
Warszawa
Lambda Warszawa is the oldest public interest organisation founded in October
1997 by activists of Rainbow Centre. The
organisation runs an information and support centre for LGBT persons in Warsaw, as
well as provides a helpline and anonymous
internet counselling (Monday till Friday,
18:00h-21:00h). Lambda Warszawa also
provides legal, medical, sexual and psychological counselling to people in need.
In addition to that, Lambda Warszawa monitors LGBT equality relating to persons
living in Poland and is collecting data on
discrimination on the grounds of sexual
orientation.

labour police) Lambda Warszawa tries to
improve LGBT equality within the scope
of their domains of activity. Lambda also
runs the HIV/AIDS prevention programme
„Safer Relationships“ and organises anti-discrimination and human rights awareness events and projects: “Zywa Biblioteka” (The Living Library), workshops and
training sessions on discrimination issues
for local NGOs, public authorities, the police and social workers. For now there are
6 full-time staff (only on contractual basis)
in different projects and almost 100 volunteers.

Working in partnership with public institutions (the police, legal institutions, the

Website: www.lambdawarszawa.org
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Northern Ireland:
Das Rainbow
Project
The Rainbow Project was founded in 1994 to
prevent the further spread of HIV and AIDS
among gay and bisexual men in Northern
Ireland. Over the last 21 years The Rainbow Project has developed into Northern
Irelands largest lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender support and advocacy organisation with centres in Belfast and Derry/Londonderry. The Rainbow Project is a
health and wellbeing organisation which
aims to promote the health and wellbeing
of LGB&T people and their families in
Northern Ireland. We do this through the
provision of services such as sexual health
testing, counselling, training and personal
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development programmes, youth support
programmes and peer and social support
groups as well as advocating on the needs
and rights of LGB&T people through campaigns, research and political lobbying.
The Rainbow Project also provides support
and advocacy to victims of homophobic
and transphobic hate crimes and to LGB&T
people who are homeless.
The Rainbow Project currently has 13 full
time members of staff and around 40 active volunteers. We are a registered charity in Northern Ireland and are a company
limited by guarantee. The Rainbow Project

16/1/2015: MANEO workers are greeted by the directors of The RAINBOW PROJECT in Belfast during their study trip in Ireland.

is funded in a number of different ways
included contracts with the Public Health
Agency and Health and Social Care Trusts
for the delivery of services such as testing
and counselling, grants from Comic Relief,
Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust and the
BIG Lottery.

Our offices are open Monday – Friday
9.30am – 5.00pm. We do not offer an out of
hours helpline service but do run services
outside of office times.

Website www.rainbow-project.org
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Switzerland:
Pink Cross
PINK CROSS is the national federation of
gay organizations in Switzerland. Its head
office is in the capital, Bern. Our organization operates nationwide in three languages: German, French and Italian.
Its affiliates are 53 LGBT associations, 34
companies and over 2000 individual members. PINK CROSS was founded on June 5
1993. Its core task is representing gay interests in politics, in the public administration and among the general public.
Through lobbying and advocacy activities as well as an active media policy PINK
CROSS pursues the goal of an equal and
self-determined gay life. The office in Bern
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is also an information hub for authorities,
media, affiliated organizations and gay individuals. With its public campaigns, for
instance a youth campaign and an anti-hate crime campaign, PINK CROSS is
empowering the LGBT community. PINK
CROSS offers free legal advice and support
to its members and is a financial sponsor
of many LGBT events in Switzerland.
PINK CROSS is a member of ILGA-Europe,
the European Region of the International
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex
Association (ILGA), and the Swiss AIDS Federation.
Website: www.pinkcross.ch

Germany:
MANEO
The Gay Anti-Violence Project in Berlin
MANEO – The Gay Anti-Violence Project
in Berlin is an independent initiative of
the Mann-O-Meter information and advice centre and has existed for 26 years (it
was founded in 1990). It is the oldest and
most experienced anti-violence project of
its kind in Germany. The project receives
financial support from Berlin’s Senate Administration for some of its work and for
its equipment (2 offices with 2 ¼ full-time
posts). The current level of state funding is
EUR 120,000 per year. MANEO owes its success to the voluntary support of many dedicated people; there are currently 15 voluntary workers and around 35 helpers. An
advisory council, which was established in
2005, has 20 members: men and women,
gay, lesbian and heterosexual people. Current members include Klaus Wowereit,

former Governing Mayor of Berlin; Lala
Süsskind, former Chairman of the Jewish
Community in Berlin; André Schmitz, Berlin’s former State Secretary for Cultural
Affairs; Werner Gegenbauer, President of
Hertha BSC; Peter Kurth, former Finance
Senator of Berlin; and Dr Berndt Schmidt,
Director of Friedrichstadt Palast.
MANEO focuses on four core areas:
Victim support and counselling: advice
and support is given to gay men and male
bisexuals who have become victims of discrimination and violent crime, as well as
to witnesses and dependants. More than
10,000 people have turned to MANEO since 1990, 700 in 2015. MANEO has a wealth
of experience and works with established
victim support centres in Germany and
Europe.
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Recording violent crime: in particular, we
record and evaluate prejudice-motivated,
homophobic crime in Berlin. The results
are published in an annual MANEO Report
(see: www.maneo.de).
Violence prevention: we inform the public about homophobia and hate-crime,
keep LGBT* scenes up-to-date about risks
and dangers, and link and mobilise multipliers. MANEO is regularly present on Berlin’s LGBT* scenes. We also promote dialogue between Berlin Police and the Public
Prosecution Office in Berlin.
Co-operation and engagement: we
strengthen and mobilise civic engagement
(empowerment) and promote voluntary
assistance.

Top – Since 18/12/2014, the dome above Nollendorfplatz U-Bahn station in
Berlin-Schöneberg has been lit up in rainbow colours, signposting the city’s
‘rainbow neighbourhood’. The action was initiated by Bastian Finke, Director
of MANEO, installed by lighting artist Moritz Wermelskirchen and implemented by the Pink Schöneberg association.”
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MANEO campaigns for diversity and tolerance in Berlin, and fights all forms of
prejudice-motivated hate-crime competently and creatively. Thanks to voluntary
support, networking and creative ideas,
MANEO has initiated and organised many
projects (e.g. local meetings of district stakeholders; the Lesbian and Gay City Festival in the Schöneberg rainbow district that
still attracts 400,000 guests each year; the
BERLIN TOLERANCE ALLIANCE with more
than 130 member companies and institutions) and paved the way for new, joint

13/5/2016: Dilek Kolat, Mayor of Berlin and State Senator for Work, Integration and Women, cuts a rainbow cake at Berlin Town Hall with members of MANEO’s
advisory council during the Kiss Kiss Berlin campaign against homophobia and trans*phobia. From left to right, Prof. Dr Claudius Ohder (MANEO advisory board),
Bastian Finke (Director of MANEO), Barbara Schöne (actress), Klaus Wowereit (former Governing Mayor of Berlin and member of MANEO’s advisory board), Dilek
Kolat (Mayor of Berlin and State Senator for Work, Integration and Women), Elfi Scho-Antwerpes (Mayor of Cologne and SPD member of the German Bundestag),
Christa Arnet (MANEO advisory board), Marta Kos-Marko (Ambassador for the Republic of Slovenia in Germany), and Anna Plagens and Lilo Rosen (DuBonheur
confectionery).”

initiatives in the city (including the illumination of the dome at Nollendorfplatz
U-Bahn station in rainbow colours since
2013, and which has since become emblematic of the Schöneberg rainbow district,
and the annual Kiss Kiss Berlin campaign).

MANEO is always thinking outside of
the box, which is reflected in its crossboundary engagement initiatives, e.g.
international conferences, study trips
abroad, the BERLIN ALLIANCE and the TOLERANTIA AWARDS.
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